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“To be known and read” by all. . . .

Mind Boggling
Just finished PD 5:1 “How Our
Minds Are Being Changed” Mind
boggling!
Even the vocabulary of today
contains words that I don’t understand. TV commercials are rapidfire pictures of unrelated scenes that
no human mind can follow. Why?
Confusion?
In your column on Star Wars, you
suggested that Hollywood entertainment is becoming a substitute for
church worship. Have you tried
Robert Shuller and his glass cathedral?
The perfect human mind was first
changed in Eden. Control of the
human mind is still Satan’s objective.
Frederick Kinsey
Yucaipa, California
Legalism: A Malady
PD is well written and scholarly. I
remain a cover-to-cover reader since
its inception.
You have been most kind and tolerant in publishing my letters when
impatience overwhelms me. I am
aroused at once when I read the least
hint or taint of legalism. Legalism is
a dangerous malady that currently
washes through the church and is

still carried along by a few scholars.
In my strident contacts with them,
they are vigorous in denial. The
plague of legalism has been denounced by the church body. However, it still blocks or retards the
unending struggle of God’s people
in their holy desires to be like the
Lord Christ. I long and pray for the
scholars to help end the hold that it
has on many saints.
This letter is one of praise and
thankfulness for “The Sabbath in
Crisis” (See PD 4:4, 1999). This issue
appealed to me white hot and brilliant with the Reformationist cry of
faith, grace, and Scripture. You have
brought forth a shining, logical defense of the holy and good “Law and
the Sabbath.” And from David Newman to Gerhard Hasel, not a line
gives the least support to legalism.
Our scholars have surely turned a
page toward a brighter and more
hopeful future. We must declare ourselves around the world as deeply and
unhesitatingly Christian.
As soon as I read Newman’s “The
Sabbath Crisis,” I was overjoyed by
his answer to Dale Ratzlaff’s recurring swipe at Law and Sabbath. His
ability to bring light to bear on Ratzlaff’s glaring lack of scriptural
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proof is as wholesome a bit of exegesis as I have seen for some time. May
God give strength and zeal to the
good work that you do.
Harold Sheffield
Madera, California
Faith or Works?
In PD 5:2 we invited readers to
share their theology with B.F.K. of
Florida, who explored the question
“How can Christians know for sure
that they have eternal life?” To the
answer, “By listening to the Spirit’s
inner witness,” B.F.K. added an “essential evidence of assurance: conformity to the Word of God,” which, he
or she said, was itself “the ‘witness’ of
the Spirit who inspired it.”
H.N.S. of California replies:
I am in loving and respectful disagreement with B.F.K. To the question and answer [see above] B.F.K. is
compelled to add some adjectives:
total complete, absolute, or perfect
conformity to the Word (Law) of
God. For sure it is in B.F.K.’s head.
Romans 1-3 and five dozen other
texts say: With evil and wicked
humans, it cannot be done. Steps to
Christy page 62, forcefully concurs. I
remain sane because my feeble faith
says to me that I have been accounted
righteous and live as though I had
never sinned. Comment?
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• B.F.K. appears only to have
been asserting that in addition to
the assurance of the indwelling
Spirit, one m ust also have the
“essential evidence” of conformity
to the Word of God. The point:
Satan, particularly through his last
great deception, his impersonation
of Jesus, will be able to make many
“feel” accepted. In defiance of feeling alone, God’s last-day witnesses
will say simply “It is written.” B.F.K.
adds: “I do not by this conclusion
deny the truth of the two assertions
above; rather, I think the author
stopped short of acknowledging the
ultimate authority of the Word of
God, which is itself the ‘witness’ of
the Spirit who inspired it.”
B.F.K.’s point does not seem to be
one of salvation by works but simply that some will have to assert the
truth of the Word against the perceived evidence of their senses. Such
words as “total, complete, absolute
or perfect conformity to the Word”
do not appear in B.F.K.’s letter nor
does he or she equate the “Word”
with “Law.” Why? Because B.F.K. is
not addressing the means of salvation but rather his or her faith that
the Word and the Spirit’s witness
(contrary to the witness of the
counterfeit Christ) must ever be in
harmony.— R. R. H .

5
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol5/iss2/1

2

